
Art Tells a Story 

Teacher Resource: Grades 6–8

Fortune Teller with Soldiers (detail), Valentin de Boulogne 1981.53

Fortune Teller with Soldiers 



This resource will allow you to lead your students through close looking exercises to enable them 
to describe, analyze and interpret what they see in the painting Fortune Teller with Soldiers (about 
1620) by Valentin de Boulogne (French, 1591–1632).

This approach to looking at art is based on the Art of Seeing Art method created by the Toledo 
Museum of Art. It is worksheet-based and will help you and your students explore French works of 
art in the Toledo Museum of Art’s collection.  

How to use this resource:
 • Print out the document for yourself.
 • Read through the document carefully as you look at the image of the work of art.
 • When you are ready to engage your class, project the image of the work of art on a screen  
    in your classroom using an LCD projector.
 • In small groups have the students work together to complete the attached Art of Seeing  
    Art worksheet.

This exercise is meant for use in the classroom. There is no substitute for seeing the real work of 
art in the exhibition at the Toledo Museum of Art.

 We are open:
 Tuesday and Wednesday 10 AM–4 PM 
 Thursday and Friday 10 AM–9 PM
 Saturday 10 AM–5 PM
 Sunday 12 PM–5 PM 

Docent-led tours are available free of charge. Visit http://www.toledomuseum.org/visit/tours/school-
tours/  to schedule.

Connections to the Common Core State Standards and Ohio’s New Learning Standards:

The Common Core State Standards were designed to help teachers provide knowledge and foster 
skills in students that are necessary in order for them to successfully navigate the contemporary 
world. The following Common Core State Standards relating to Visual Literacy are covered in this 
lesson:

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.SL.1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of 
conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.SL.2 Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse 
media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.



Art of Seeing Art Worksheet
Close Looking: 
Look closely at the image for at least three minutes.  Take your time, observe details and explore 
the image beyond your initial reaction to it.

Describe – Character & Setting:
List what you see in the image in the chart below. In the column on the left, list the people and 
objects that you see. Use the additional columns to describe the colors, lines, shapes, textures 
and space the artist has used to represent them.

TEXTURECOLOR LINE SHAPE SPACE EMPHASIS BALANCE PROPORTION RHYTHM

MOVEMENT VARIETY UNITY HARMONY

ELEMENTS OF ART PRINCIPLES OF DESIGN

TEXTURECOLOR LINE SHAPE SPACE

Objects & 
People

Colors Lines Shapes Textures Space -
above, below, in front 
of, behind...



Character: Who do you think are the main characters in this story? Why?

Setting: Where do you think this scene is taking place? What do you see that makes you think that?

Analyze: Plot and Sequence  

Take another look, can you start to uncover the story going on in this picture? 
Use the chart below to identify the plot and sequence. Use clues you see in the image to support 
your story.

One sentence summary of the story:

Beginning Middle End



Layering of Information (Background information/Research):

Read the background information below.  This is information you cannot get simply by looking at 
the work of art.

	 Little	is	known	of	Valentin	de	Boulogne’s	short	but	influential	career.		A	native	Frenchman,	Valentin	
moved	to	Rome	by	1614	to	make	his	fortune.		He	was	influenced	by	the	realism	of	the	art	of	Italian	painter	
Caravaggio (1571–1610).  Caravaggio was so popular among artists at this time that those that followed 
his style had their own nickname—they were called Caravaggisti. Valentin was one of the best of them.  
The dramatic lighting, realistic details, and everyday subject matter you see in the Fortune Teller are all 
details	that	demonstrate	this	influence.		

 Genre scenes such as this one capture the harsh and seedy aspects of urban life in 17th-century 
Rome. Paintings of these types of scenes could have double meanings: they could be viewed as simple 
entertainment but also as cautionary tales about the dangers of immoral behavior. 

Interpret:
Using your description and the knowledge you gained from the background information, what 
moral do you think is suggested by this painting? Why?

Extention Activity:

Valentin’s painting has all the elements of a great story: heroes and villains, setting and plot, even 
comic relief. Using the details you see in the painting and your notes from the worksheet, on a 
separate sheet of paper, write a short story from the perspective of one of the characters in the 
painting. 




