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Toledo Museum of Art presents The Berlin Painter and His World:
Athenian Vase-Painting in the Early Fifth Century B.C.
July 8-Oct. 1, 2017
TOLEDO, Ohio – The first major museum exhibition focused on the art and career of the influential
ancient Mediterranean artist known as the Berlin Painter will visit the Toledo Museum of Art July 8
through Oct. 1, 2017. Eighty-four vessels and statuettes of bronze and terracotta from the early fifth
century B.C. will be shown – including dozens of the finest vases attributed to the Berlin Painter along
with works by other noteworthy artists of the period.
University of Oxford scholar Sir John Beazley (1885-1970) identified the work of a single
anonymous artist in over 200 vessels worldwide, and named him after a characteristically painted vase
found in a museum in Berlin in 1911.
The exhibition features masterpieces on loan from 15 renowned museums and two private
collections, including the British Museum; Metropolitan Museum of Art; Museum of Fine Arts, Boston;
J. Paul Getty Museum; Vatican Museums; Musée du Louvre and the Antikensammlung, Staatliche
Museen zu Berlin.
“The Berlin Painter and His World represents the exceedingly rare opportunity for the individual
style of one of the most important and prolific ceramic artists in history to be traced through
extraordinary works of art gathered together from around the world,” said TMA Director, President and
CEO Brian P. Kennedy, Ph.D. “It also provides a rich glimpse of Athenian life 2,500 years ago.”
Divided into four sections – “The Berlin Painter’s World,” “The Berlin Painter’s Style,” “Gods”
and “Heroes” – the exhibition explores a range of painted subjects, from athletics and musical
performances to the rich body of Greek myth and epic.
“We look forward to making these wondrous works of ancient painting and ceramics
approachable and engaging for contemporary audiences,” said Adam Levine, Ph.D., TMA associate
director and associate curator of ancient art.

The exhibition was organized by J. Michael Padgett, Ph.D., curator of ancient art at the Princeton
University Art Museum, and is on view there through June 11, 2017, before arriving at TMA the
following month.
The Berlin Painter and His World is accompanied by an extensive illustrated catalogue
published by the Princeton University Art Museum, which includes nine essays and 84 object entries,
including new attributions to the artist, by leading international scholars in the field.
Tickets to the special exhibition will be $10 for general admission; students and TMA members
are free. A host of educational programs and events will be organized in conjunction with the exhibition.
The Berlin Painter and His World: Athenian Vase-Painting in the Early Fifth Century B.C. has
been organized by the Princeton University Art Museum. Major support for this exhibition has been
provided by the Stavros Niarchos Foundation and the Leon Levy Foundation.
The Toledo showing is made possible by 2017 Exhibition Program Sponsor ProMedica, and an
anonymous donor, with additional support from Christie’s, Jim and Gregory Demirjian, Taylor Cadillac,
and Princeton University Alumni of Northwest Ohio, as well as generous gifts received in memory of
Kurt Luckner.

###
The Toledo Museum of Art is a nonprofit arts institution funded through individual donations, foundation grants, corporate
sponsorships and investments. The Ohio Arts Council helps fund programs at the Toledo Museum of Art through a
sustainability grant program that encourages economic growth, educational excellence and cultural enrichment for all
Ohioans. Glass Pavilion® and Toledo Museum of Art Glass Pavilion® are registered service marks.
Admission to the Museum is free. The Museum is open Tuesday and Wednesday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Thursday and Friday, 10
a.m. to 9 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Sunday, Noon to 5 p.m.; and is closed Monday and major holidays. Thursday
evening hours are sponsored by Huntington Wealth Advisors. Friday evening hours are made possible by Fifth Third Bank.
The Museum is located at 2445 Monroe Street at Scottwood Avenue, just west of the downtown business district and one
block off I-75 with exit designations posted. For general information, visitors can call 419-255-8000 or 800-644-6862, or
visit toledomuseum.org.

