
What is Ekphrastic Writing?
Ekphrastic writing, or writing about art, was created by the Greek’s but popularized by the Romans. The goal of ekphrasis was to 
make the reader, or listener envision a work of art as if it were physically present. Writing prompts and activities are available for 
guided and self-guided visits to help students or guests develop creative writing and critical thinking skills by writing poems in 
response to works of art. Looking at art and describing art is central to being visually literate in our image saturated world.

JUDGING  
A panel of judges will review and rank each entry based on originality, form, 
language, grammatical skill, and the creative interpretation or reflection of  
writing. Judges reserve the right to not grant an award if they feel no  
submission merits an award.

AWARDS  
Entries will be divided into three groups: Grades 6–8th, Grades 9–12th, and Post 
Secondary/Adult, with one first place, one second place, one third place, and up  
to three honorable mentions in each group. Prizes will be given to winners. 

ELIGIBILITY  
The contest is open to adults, college students, and students in grades 6–12th. 
Previous entrants, including finalists and winners, are welcome to participate  
with fresh material.

WRITING & FORMATTING GUIDELINES 
• Entries should be inspired by a particular work of art in the TMA  

collection at the Toledo Museum of Art.
• Poem may contain up to 25 lines, or 300 words if prose poetry.
• Entries must be typed on 8.5” x 11” paper using 12-point type in an  

easily readable font.
• File attachment must be in doc, docx, pdf, or txt.

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES 
• Participant may submit only one entry for consideration.
• Title of poem and the work of art that inspired the poem must be  

identified on both the submission and entry form.
• Entries will be accepted until midnight on March 31, 2020.

Ekphrastic Poetry Contest 2020 

CALL FOR ENTRIES
Entry Deadline: March 31, 2020 
Awards Ceremony: May 22, 2020 at 7 p.m.

If you’ve been inspired to write about 
an object in the Museum’s collection, 
we invite you to participate in TMA’s 
annual Ekphrastic Poetry Contest.

ENTRIES ARE TO BE SUBMITTED ONLINE AT  
toledomuseum.org/education/ekphrastic-poetry-contest


